GI V I N G
O P P O RT U N I T I E S
2019 - 2020

ABOUT THE HISTORY MUSEUM

VISION
Every town has an important history to celebrate.
A living legacy, the Lake Wales History Museum unites our community through the powerful history that
shaped Lake Wales, Florida. The Lake Wales History Museum preserves and shares our community’s
proud heritage, inspiring deeper connections to the city and encouraging our ability to contribute to
its story.

MISSION
The mission of the Lake Wales Museum is to collect, preserve and share the heritage of Lake Wales.

ACTIVITIES
The Lake Wales History Museum creates educational opportunities for the public to learn about local
and national history through programming that connects our community to the people, places and
things from the past. Lectures, special events, tours and renowned curated changing exhibitions are
offered year-round.
The Lake Wales History Museum endeavors to engage all people of all ages who visit. Our goal to be
a place of learning, discovery, conversation and engagement as people learn about the past.

ABOUT THE HISTORY MUSEUM
VALUES
Practice Museum Excellence. The museum believes in offering a quality experience to the
public and being an example of excellence in the community.
Honor & Preserve Authentic History. The museum believes in honoring and protecting the
community’s cultural assets and providing relevant, meaningful experiences.
Be Inclusive & Diverse. The museum believes in creating a welcoming space for all people.
Have Integrity & Transparency. The museum believes in benefiting the community with our
commitment to our legacy, care for collections, wise use of financial resources, and open
communications.
Be Honest, Fair and Collaborative. The museum believes in community partnerships that build
relationships and inspire civic pride.

AUDIENCES
The museum reaches just under 15,000 people a year through exhibitions, programs and
outreach programs.
Summer Fun Days hosts 500 children and families each summer, Florida Humanities Council
Speaker Series hosts 50-100 people for each talk, and the Pioneer Days Festival hosts 10,000
people annually.
45% of our visitors live in Polk County, while 55% are from other parts of Florida, out of state and
out of the country.
In the past year, our attendance has increased 10%, and continues to climb.

IMPACT
Sponsors play a critical role in the museum’s success. With the support of our corporate and
individual partners we are able to:
Present 4-6 different national and local traveling exhibits; Host 6 state renown speakers;
Present our annual signature event, Pioneer Days Festival; 11 museum book discussions; 10
Summer Fun Days, 6 History Bus Tours, and various outreach events

EXHIBTIONS

“Bittersweet Harvest: The Bracero Program, 1942-1964” by The Smithsonian Institute
September 3 – October 26, 2019
This exhibit explores the little-known story of the Bracero Program, the largest guest worker
program in U.S. history.
“Voices of Lake Wales” by the Lake Wales Museum
November 4, 2019 - January 18, 2020
Learn about some of the individuals from multicultural backgrounds who are part of the history
of and have shaped the city of Lake Wales from the past 100 years.
“Spirited: Prohibition in America” by The National Constitution Center
January 28 – March 14, 2020
Explore the history of Prohibition, from the dawn of the temperance movement to the
unprecedented repeal of a constitutional amendment in 1933.
“Infamy: December 7, 1941” by the National WWII Museum
March 28 – June 27, 2020
Through iconic photographs this exhibit illustrates the attack on Pearl Harbor and examines
the moments that led the United States into World War II.
“Florida Before Statehood” by the Museum of Florida History
July 7 – September 26, 2020
This exhibit explores the development of Florida into the great state we know today, marking
500 years of Florida's history since the landing of Juan Ponce de León and the naming of our
state La Florida.

PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Florida Humanities Council Speaker Series
Featuring Florida historians and authors who present a range of topics from Florida history,
current events, and local folklore to audiences range from 50 – 100 people. The 2019 - 2020
Series will feature: November 21, 2019 - Transportation in Florida by Steve Noll; January 16,
2020 - Rain by Cynthia Barnett; February 20, 2020 - Florida Highwaymen by Gary Monroe;
March 12, 2020 - Old Florida Stories by Caren Neile; April 9, 2020 - U-Boats Off Florida’s Coast
by Michael Tougias
History Bus Tour
Selling out and offered six times a year, the bus tour takes participants on a historical and
architectural tour of greater Lake Wales with a brief stop at the historic Lake Wales Art Center.
Museum Book Club
Non-fiction can be stranger than fiction, and our book club discusses a different book each
month, which is hosted by the Museum’s own curator.

History Happy Hour & Holiday Party
Offered to highlight our changing exhibits and programming in the evenings, these fun events
feature curator talks, live music, history trivia, food, and spirits.
Summer Fun Days
Fun for the whole family, programs feature a different theme over 10 Saturdays during the
summer. Activities include special guests, dress up stations, hands-on activities, art projects,
and artifact discovery stations.
Lake Wales’ Pioneer Days Festival
Held on the last weekend of October since 1977, the museum’s free, signature event features
historical demonstrations, heritage art & craft vendors, festival food, beer garden, live music
and entertainment, naming of the annual Pioneer of the Year and hands-on activities for the
whole family.

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Mimi Hardman Collections & Research Center
The Lake Wales History Museum proposes to restore and rehabilitate the historic 1916 Seaboard Airline
Freight Depot, and repurpose the interior of the building as the new permanent collections facilities
named in honor of the museum’s founder, Mimi Hardman. Since 1976, the Lake Wales History Museum
has been devoted to the preservation of the cultural heritage of the City of Lake Wales. Mimi
Hardman dedicated most of her life to the museum as its founder and champion from 1976 to 2015.
The 20,000+ contributions to the museum over the last 44 years hold the key to the history of the people
and places of Lake Wales, Florida, and we have thanks to the preservation efforts by Mimi.
Today, the museum is the steward of those collections, and has a responsibility to properly care for
them. Due to overcrowding in our current spaces, not all items are properly stored in archival safe
materials, and are encroaching on other city departments in the municipal building storage area. The
museum needs more space to consolidate items, process ongoing acquisitions, digitize, and create
public access to the collections. To create the center, rehabilitation of the 1916 Seaboard Airline
Freight Depot is essential, and work would include the replacement of the wood siding and entry
deck, along with interior building upgrades, new signage and landscaping.
Total Project Cost: $75,000 ($37,500 City of Lake Wales Capital Funding pending approval)

Museum Master Plan
The goal of this project is to create a working plan for the revitalization of the historic museum corridor.
The Lake Wales History Museum seeks to transform the museum within five years by reimaging the
physical space of our historic properties, trains, exhibits, public programs, preserving those spaces, and
ensuring proper stewardship of our collections. The museum seeks a consultant firm to facilitate a
master planning process for the Lake Wales History Museum, which will be the new roadmap to the
future use, operations and environment of the museum.
Total Project Cost: $35,000 ($25,000 City of Lake Wales Capital Funding allocated in 2018-2019 FY)

LEVELS OF GIVING
EXHIBITION SPONSORSHIPS
All Exhibits from October 2019 - September 2020

$5,000

Individual Exhibits (5 Different)

$1,000

PROGRAM SPONSORSHIPS
Speaker Series
All Presentations from November 2019 - April 2020

$4,000

Individual Speakers (5 Different)

$800

Museum Book Club

$500

Summer Fun Days

$2,000

Individual Summer Fun Day

$250

PIONEER DAYS FESTIVAL
Two day event in late October 2019

$250 - $5,000

SPECIAL PROJECTS
MIMI HARDMAN COLLECTIONS AND RESEARCH CENTER
Permanent recognition on building for all gifts of $250 or more

$250 - $10,000

INTERPRETIVE MASTER PLAN
Permanent recognition on museum donor for all gifts of $250 or more

$250 - $5,000

LEVELS OF GIVING

COMMITMENT FORM
Contact Information:
Company Name
Contact Name
Address/City/ST/Zip

Phone

Email

Website

Giving Selection:



Founder’s Circle - $10,000

Conductor - $2,000

Gold Pioneer - $5,000

Individual Speaker Series - $800

Station Master - $3,500

Sponsor - $500

All Speaker Series - $4,000

Pioneer - $250

Please invoice

Check enclosed

Credit Card

Please make checks payable to the Lake Wales History Museum.
Payment Information:
Credit Card#:
Exp. Date:

Vcode:

Billing Address:
Signature:
Please mail to:

Questions?

Lake Wales History Museum

Please contact Jennifer D’hollander

325 S Scenic Highway

jdhollander@lakewalesfl.gov

Lake Wales, Florida 33853

863.676.1759

All donations and contributions made to the Lake Wales History Museum and the City of Lake Wales greatly help
preserve and share the heritage of the Lake Wales community. The Lake Wales Museum is owned and operated
by the City of Lake Wales which is a municipal tax exempt organization. EIN#: 59-6000357.
Thank you for your generous donation and continuing support.

www.lakewalesfl.gov/museum

