








CSX Railbed – Lake Wales Trailways 
Land Management Plan Executive Summary 

 
Lead Agency: City of Lake Wales through a sublease from the Department of 

Environmental Protection, Office of Greenways and Trails.  
 
Property Common Name: Lake Wales Rails-to-Trails 
 
Acreage:  3.02 
 
Location:  Section 2, Township 30 South, Range 27 East, Lake Wales, Polk County, FL 
 
Lease:  #4546, Dated December 8, 2006   Sublease:#4546-01, Dated June 11, 2008 
 
Use: Single Use – Recreational Trail 
 
Management Responsibilities: City of Lake Wales – All management responsibilities 
 
Designated Land Use:  Medium Density Residential and General Commercial  
 
Contracts: No 3rd Party Encumbrances: No 3rd Party 
 
Type Acquisition:  Fee simple through Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Office of Greenways and Trails’ Florida Forever Land Acquisition  Program 
 
Unique Features:  None. 
 
Archeological/Historical:  None.  Former rail bed originally laid in 1916.  Adjacent to 
designated Residential Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Management Needs: Contamination Remediation, Trail Development and Maintenance  
 
Acquisition Needs: none  Surplus Lands:  none 
 
Public Involvement:  City wide referendum, public workshops, advisory group 
meetings, presentations to civic organizations.   
 
DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE (FOR DIVISION OF STATE LANDS USE ONLY) 
 
ARC Approval Date__________    Trustees Approval Date___________ 
 
Comments____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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MAP D - Polk Unified Greenways Planning (PUGS) Map
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Map E - Long RangeTransportation Plan
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Trailhead Center







































































































http://soils.usda.gov/sqi/
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
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http://soils.usda.gov/contact/state_offices/
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Photograph 10: Used tires observed along the interior the Subject Property.

Photograph 9: Typical overview of the Subject Property.
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Photograph 12: Used tire observed along the interior the Subject Property.

Photograph 11: Empty 55 gallon drum observed on the Subject Property.  No soil 

staining was present.

WRS Infrastructure &
Environment, Inc.

625 EAST TENNESSEE STREET, SUITE 100, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32308

PH:(850) 531-9860  FAX:(850) 531-9866

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 11 & 12

CSX CORPORATION PROPERTY

OGT LAKE WALES TRAILWAYS PROJECT 

SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 30 SOUTH, RANGE 27 EAST 

LAKE WALES, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA

WRS PROJECT NO.: 305001 / TASK NO: 003Appendix I-22














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Rails-to-Trails
	Submitted by
	OVERVIEW         Page 7-8
	NATURAL, CULTURAL, AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES  Page 12
	Physical Land Description/Natural Area Resources Inventory  Page 12 
	Soils          Page 13
	Fish and Wildlife        Page 13
	State and Federally Listed Endangered Species   Page 13-14
	Water Resources        Page 14
	Swamps, Marshes and Other Wetlands     Page 15
	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVES   Page 19    Contamination        Page 19
	Trail Development        Page 20   
	List of Maps

	Map           Page




	List of Appendices
	Appendix           Page
	A.     Sublease, Lease, Quit Claim Deed, Legal Description  36
	B.     Comprehensive Plan Compliance     64
	C.     Soil Report – Natural Resources Conservation Service  75
	D.     Florida Natural Areas Inventory Report    93
	H.     Ridge Scenic Highway Corridor Plan     117


	ADP7B.tmp
	Rails-to-Trails
	Submitted by
	OVERVIEW         Page 7-8
	NATURAL, CULTURAL, AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES  Page 12
	Physical Land Description/Natural Area Resources Inventory  Page 12 
	Soils          Page 13
	Fish and Wildlife        Page 13
	State and Federally Listed Endangered Species   Page 13-14
	Water Resources        Page 14
	Swamps, Marshes and Other Wetlands     Page 15
	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVES   Page 19    Contamination        Page 19
	Trail Development        Page 20   
	List of Maps

	Map           Page




	List of Appendices
	Appendix           Page
	A.     Sublease, Lease, Quit Claim Deed, Legal Description  36
	B.     Comprehensive Plan Compliance     64
	C.     Soil Report – Natural Resources Conservation Service  75
	D.     Florida Natural Areas Inventory Report    93
	H.     Ridge Scenic Highway Corridor Plan     117



	ADP7F.tmp
	Rails-to-Trails
	Prepared by
	II. Natural and Cultural Resources      Pg 16
	Nearby Public Lands and Designated Water Resources  Pg 16
	Mineral Resources, Unique Natural Features    Pg 16
	Outstanding Native Landscapes, Wildlife     Pg 17
	Plants/Vegetation, Soil       Pg 17
	Conservation         Pg 18
	IV. Management Issues, Goals and Objectives      Pg 22
	Contamination, Trail Development,Trail Maintenance   Pg 22



	List of Appendices
	A. Quit Claim Deed, November 23, 2005       22
	B. Lease from State of Florida, Office of Greenways & Trails 24
	C. Environmental Assessment Phase I    44
	D. Environmental Assessment Phase II; Attachments I - III 79
	E. Photos        107
	Map  Name         Page
	he  Lake Wales Rails-to-Trails project will be managed and maintained by the City of Lake Wales.

	Introduction
	GENERAL INFORMATION
	USE OF PROPERTYse of the Property
	Previous Use and Development

	Land use on adjoining properties consists primarily of mixed commercial and residential.
	Potential Surplus Land
	Legislative/Executive Constraints


	Table X:  Analysis of Trail Use
	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVESanagement
	Central to the management of the trail is the mission of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of Greenways and Trails’ (OGT), the land acquisition program through which this specific trail property was acquired and the original ...
	that

	B.  Trail Development
	The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will oversee the design and construction the recreational trail.   The trail will be a ¼ mile 12 foot wide asphalt path with a lime rock base that will meet FDOT standards, and will be developed in accor...
	E.  Trail Development
	The trail will be a 12 foot wide asphalt path with a limerock base.  The remainder of the trail has been built to FDOT(Florida Department of Transportation) standards.  A grant project is in the planning stages to pave the trail.  As funding will be a...

	Land Inventory
	Budget
	Desired Outcome
	Habitat Restoration and Improvement
	Capital Facilities and Infrastructure
	Exotic and Invasive Species Maintenance and Control
	Cultural and Historical Resources
	Fire Management
	Public Use
	Environmental Education
	Partnerships
	Public Input
	Citizen Input


	Goal 1:  Habitat Restoration and Improvement (Not applicable)

	ADP83.tmp
	Rails-to-Trails
	Prepared by
	II. Natural and Cultural Resources      Pg 16
	Nearby Public Lands and Designated Water Resources  Pg 16
	Mineral Resources, Unique Natural Features    Pg 16
	Outstanding Native Landscapes, Wildlife     Pg 17
	Plants/Vegetation, Soil       Pg 17
	Conservation         Pg 18
	IV. Management Issues, Goals and Objectives      Pg 22
	Contamination, Trail Development,Trail Maintenance   Pg 22



	List of Appendices
	A. Quit Claim Deed, November 23, 2005       22
	B. Lease from State of Florida, Office of Greenways & Trails 24
	C. Environmental Assessment Phase I    44
	D. Environmental Assessment Phase II; Attachments I - III 79
	E. Photos        107
	Map  Name         Page
	he  Lake Wales Rails-to-Trails project will be managed and maintained by the City of Lake Wales.

	Introduction
	GENERAL INFORMATION
	USE OF PROPERTYse of the Property
	Previous Use and Development

	Land use on adjoining properties consists primarily of mixed commercial and residential.
	Potential Surplus Land
	Legislative/Executive Constraints


	Table X:  Analysis of Trail Use
	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVESanagement
	Central to the management of the trail is the mission of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of Greenways and Trails’ (OGT), the land acquisition program through which this specific trail property was acquired and the original ...
	that

	B.  Trail Development
	The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will oversee the design and construction the recreational trail.   The trail will be a ¼ mile 12 foot wide asphalt path with a lime rock base that will meet FDOT standards, and will be developed in accor...
	E.  Trail Development
	The trail will be a 12 foot wide asphalt path with a limerock base.  The remainder of the trail has been built to FDOT(Florida Department of Transportation) standards.  A grant project is in the planning stages to pave the trail.  As funding will be a...

	Land Inventory
	Budget
	Desired Outcome
	Habitat Restoration and Improvement
	Capital Facilities and Infrastructure
	Exotic and Invasive Species Maintenance and Control
	Cultural and Historical Resources
	Fire Management
	Public Use
	Environmental Education
	Partnerships
	Public Input
	Citizen Input


	Goal 1:  Habitat Restoration and Improvement (Not applicable)

	Mgt. Plan without cover page and table of contents.pdf
	GENERAL INFORMATION
	USE OF PROPERTY
	Previous Use and Development

	Land use on adjoining properties consists primarily of mixed commercial and residential.
	Potential Surplus Land

	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVES
	B.  Trail Development
	The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will oversee the design and construction the recreational trail.   The trail will be a ¼ mile 12 foot wide asphalt path with a lime rock base that will meet FDOT standards, and will be developed in accor...
	Defending Title
	Role of the Office of Greenways and Trails


	Goal 1:  Habitat Restoration and Improvement (Not applicable)

	ADP89.tmp
	Sheet1

	Appendices Combined.pdf
	Appendix C - Soil Report.pdf
	Cover
	Preface
	Contents
	How Soil Surveys Are Made
	Soil Map
	Soil Map
	Legend
	Map Unit Legend
	Map Unit Descriptions
	Polk County, Florida
	16—Urban land
	50—Candler-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes



	References

	Appendix G - Site Photos.pdf
	Former rail bed at Scenic HWY facing east 
	Remaining railroad ties

	Appendix I - Environmental Assessment combined.pdf
	Appendix I - Environmental Assessment Phase II.pdf
	Additional Limited Phase II ESA - CSX Property - Task 038
	Attachment I:  Figures
	Attachment II:  Photographic Documentation
	Attachment III:  Arsenic SCTLs Letters
	Attachment IV:  Soil Laboratory Data Sheet
	Attachment V:  Table 1:  Soil Analytical Results for Selected Parameters
	Attachment VI:  Chapter 62-770.300 - Source Removal Guidelines



	ADP8F.tmp
	Sheet1

	Mgt. Plan without cover page and table of contents.pdf
	GENERAL INFORMATION
	USE OF PROPERTY
	Previous Use and Development

	Land use on adjoining properties consists primarily of mixed commercial and residential.
	Potential Surplus Land

	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVES
	B.  Trail Development
	The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will oversee the design and construction the recreational trail.   The trail will be a ¼ mile 12 foot wide asphalt path with a lime rock base that will meet FDOT standards, and will be developed in accor...
	Defending Title
	Role of the Office of Greenways and Trails


	Goal 1:  Habitat Restoration and Improvement (Not applicable)

	Mgt. Plan without cover page and table of contents.pdf
	GENERAL INFORMATION
	USE OF PROPERTY
	Previous Use and Development

	Land use on adjoining properties consists primarily of mixed commercial and residential.
	Potential Surplus Land

	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVES
	B.  Trail Development
	The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will oversee the design and construction the recreational trail.   The trail will be a ¼ mile 12 foot wide asphalt path with a lime rock base that will meet FDOT standards, and will be developed in accor...
	Defending Title
	Role of the Office of Greenways and Trails


	Goal 1:  Habitat Restoration and Improvement (Not applicable)

	Mgt. Plan without cover page and table of contents.pdf
	GENERAL INFORMATION
	USE OF PROPERTY
	Previous Use and Development

	Land use on adjoining properties consists primarily of mixed commercial and residential.
	Potential Surplus Land

	MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS, OBJECTIVES
	B.  Trail Development
	The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will oversee the design and construction the recreational trail.   The trail will be a ¼ mile 12 foot wide asphalt path with a lime rock base that will meet FDOT standards, and will be developed in accor...
	Defending Title
	Role of the Office of Greenways and Trails


	Goal 1:  Habitat Restoration and Improvement (Not applicable)




